THE ARMY DOES NOT SURRENDER

in contact with you again by means of this microphone,
I make you new promises of peace in the name of all
Spaniards in this zone. Long live Spain."

The way in which things had happened since peace
negotiations had been broken off was strange and un-
justifiable, and showed that the Nationalist Command had
no intention of responding to the sense of chivalry which
had been shown by the National Council of Defence.

And one might enquire, why had the Nationalist
Command made a show of giving us instructions for
surrendering the Republican front, according to which the
surrender would have to be made after a preliminary
warning by artillery fire and air bombardment of our lines
by the Nationalists?

Why did not the Nationalist Command allow the
surrender of the Republican zone to be carried out
methodically and step by step in the space of twenty-five
days?

Why, without reason to justify it or precedent to make
it advisable, did the Nationalist Command angrily
suspend peace negotiations?

In my judgment they behaved in this way because the
Nationalists, like their allies and protectors the totalitarian
states, wanted to achieve a political and military victory
of a spectacular kind. Their excessive insolence actually
only snatched the victory from their hands, since the
Republican Army did not surrender.
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